
The Lodi House program continues to grow. We started out providing shelter to homeless women and
children and soon added services such as case management, life skills training, and workshops. As our shelter
and programs evolved, I saw a critical need for professional counseling for both moms and their children. As a
result, I hired Dr. Anita Daniels; and we added a successful Counseling/Therapy program.

Last year we opened our Lodi House Thrift Store to provide employment for our graduates and to support
the important work of Lodi House with its proceeds. We realized we needed to increase our fundraising efforts
because we lost several of our major donors. The store not only raises needed funds to run Lodi House, it also
acts as an extension to our program by giving our residents an opportunity to volunteer and learn new skills.
Many of our residents havenÕt worked for years, so it is good training and gives them experience to put on
their resume.

One long - time and critical unmet need for our graduates has been safe, affordable housing. So I am
pleased to announce our new program beginning this summerÉ.transitional housing. Several years ago donors
designated funds for transitional housing. We recently purchased a triplex on Walnut St. that will be used to
house three graduate families.  Special thanks to Jan Sherman (Sherman & Associates Real Estate) for all her
pro-bono work on the purchase. There are two units upstairs and one downstairs. Graduates will pay a
minimal, affordable rent and will be able to reside there for 12 months as they prepare to transition into their
own home. The rental income will help pay the mortgage payment on the units.

Things just keep getting better and better for our families. We continue to be there for them as they move
into a new lifestyle of independence and self-suff iciency.

As our partners, you already play a huge part in assisting our families. We are hoping we can continue to
count on your future financial support, as well as, hands on projects in the new building. We canÕt do it alone.
Thank you for being there for us, our families and our community of Lodi.



I would like to take this opportunity to give special thanks to the churches of Lodi. Over the years, many of the
churches have been involved in supporting us. They have given of their time, talent and treasures. Everything from
grocery shopping, room decorating, and yard work to financial donations. We appreciate all of the dedication on our
behalf.

In February, a group of Pastors met at Lodi House for lunch and a tour of our home. What a great opportunity
for me to share the Lodi House story. Since that time, I have received calls from many of the Pastors who attended
asking me, ÒWhat more can our church do to support your work?Ó  TheyÕve even offered me invitations to come and
share with their members. In January, I spoke at both services at Emanuel Lutheran Church.

The menÕs ministry at Vinewood Community Church is now joining forces with us to assist with our many work
projects. Over the past few years, Emanuel Lutheran and St. Peter Lutheran have done most of the work. We are
excited to welcome the men at Vinewood.

The various womenÕs ministries have been helping us for over 10 years. They are all about women reaching out to
help other women. They want to have a part in changing lives. They have been creative in the many different ways
they have supported us. We appreciate all their hard work. 

It seemed appropriate that I take this opportunity to thank our churches and let everyone know how valuable they
are to us. Churches are the backbone of our community and are usually the first to reach out when there is a need.
For sure, we couldnÕt do what we do without them. It is my desire that we continue to be connected by prayer, love
and a commitment to helping women and children.
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